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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco held on June 2 2014 at 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village 

Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

Deputy Mayor George Griffin, Jr. 

Trustee Jean Farber 

Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

  Also Present: Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

    James Palmer, Village Manager/Clerk 

 

Absent:  Trustee Anthony Markus 

 

6:00 pm Executive Session  

 Prior to the start of the Village Board meeting the Village Board held an Executive 

Session to discuss personnel matters.   

 

7:30 pm Regular Village Board Meeting 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board Meeting and led everyone in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment so that 

we may reflect on why we are here and ask for guidance in the decisions that we make here 

this evening that they may benefit all the people of our community.  He also asked that we 

keep in our thoughts and prayers during this month of May all the Veterans’ that have 

served in all of the conflicts especially those who have made the ultimate sacrifice.  This 

upcoming Friday is the 70th Anniversary of D-Day.  He asked that we take sometime on that 

day to reflect on that accomplishment for the United States of America. 

 

1) Communications  

A. Letter from Kyle Kaino re: vacancy on the Recreation Commission. 

Mayor Cindrich read the letter from Mrs. Kyle Kaino dated May 21st.  Mayor 

Cindrich stated that as protocol dedicates an informal interview with Mrs. Kaino should be 

scheduled as soon as possible.   

 

B. Email from Peter Grunthal re: Vacancy on the Planning Board. 
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Mayor Cindrich read the email from Mr. Grunthal dated May 28th.  Mayor Cindrich 

stated that as protocol dedicates an informal interview with Mr. Grunthal should be 

scheduled as soon as possible.   

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board, Committee and Commission Reports:  

A. Conservation Advisory Council Presentation.   

Mr. Robert Liebman, Chairman of the CAC gave a presentation on the Star 

Community Rating System a Sustainability Tools for Assessing & Rating Communities. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports-  

A. Level of Byram Lake and Water Distribution System. 

Village Manager Palmer reported that the Level of Byram Lake was at 100% of 

capacity and the average daily pumpage for the month of April was 1,264,558 gallons per 

day.   

B. Appointment of a Nutrition Site Manager for the Senior Nutrition Program. 

Village Manager Palmer announced the appointment of a new Nutrition Site 

Manager for the Senior Nutrition Program, Kerri-Ann Montano, effective May 19, 2014. 

 

C. Village Tax Bill Mailing Reminder. 

Village Manager Palmer announced that the first half of the Village Tax payment is 

due by Monday, June 30th without penalty. You may drop your payment off at the Receiver 

of Taxes Office in Village Hall or you may mail your payment in.  Payments by mail must be 

postmarked by the United States Postal Service.  We are not able to accept Pitney Bowes or 

similar postmarks. 

 

D. Westchester County Mobile Van (Passports) 

Village Manager Palmer announced that the Westchester County Clerk’s Office will 

once again be having their mobile van parked outside of Village Hall on Thursday, June 5th 

from 11am to 2pm for anyone wishing to renew or obtain a passport. 

 

E. Street Paving Project. 

Village Manager Palmer announced that the Street Paving Project with Bilotta 

Contracting will begin on Thursday.  We have been communicating with the Police 
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Department advising them of the locations.  So if there are any traffic delays as a result of 

the paving, we apologize in advance. 

 

 

5) Board Reports:   

Trustee Schleimer stated that she was so grateful and pleased to be involved in all of 

the Village’s parades since being appointed to the Board.  I think that any resident of Mount 

Kisco who hasn’t come really ought to make it their business to go.  I’m incredibly proud of 

what we do as a Village and what in this case our Veteran’s did for this presentation. 

If you need to know about how to abandon an underground oil tank, it’s posted in 

the Building Department in Village Hall an article on how to abandon an underground oil 

tank.  There is also a poster on what constitutes a swimming pool and what safe guards are 

required.  So if in doubt please take a look at the information which is posted right in the 

Building Department.  I found the information to be very helpful and informative. 

There will be a Senior Health and Resource Fair on June 10th from 10:30 to 2:30pm 

at the Pound Ridge Library.  There will be lots of information available and I think it might 

be a wonderful opportunity.  On June 26th from 10:00 to 12:00 noon at 2000 Baldwin Road 

in Yorktown there will be a free series on Senior Health Symposium.  June 18th at the Fox 

Center representatives from Shamburg, Marwell will once again be speaking on things 

relative to estate planning issues, the topic is the Top 10 Estate Planning Mistakes.  I urge 

you all to consider attending, I went to last year’s presentation and I was incredibly 

impressed.  June 15th at 12:30pm is the World Elder Abuse Awareness Program it’s being 

held at the Mount Pleasant Community Center.  On October 2nd from 8:30 to 4:30 pm AARP 

Safe Driving Course will be given at our Fox Center.  It’s $20 for AARP Members and $25 for 

non-members.  This is the course that will reduce the cost of your insurance and take points 

off of your license.  A very popular program so if you have any interest in taking this course 

please sign up sooner rather than later.   

 

Trustee Farber spoke about the Memorial Day Parade and how she was so touched to 

see how a lot of rain couldn’t stop a beautiful Memorial Day Remembrance which took place 

at the American Legion and was celebrated on the real Memorial Day which was this past 

Friday, May 30th.  The parade with its marching bands, Fife and Drum Corps Fire Engines 

and local organizations were all ready to go and then they all had to regroup at the last 

minute because of the rain and we all got together and went to the American Legion for a 

very very special evening.  Mayor Cindrich gave a history lesson going back to the Civil War 

when Memorial Day which was called other celebrations at that time began.  The winners of 
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the annual essay contest were great and I want to thank Natalie Trotta from West Patent 

Elementary and Nicole Jankowski from Mount Kisco Elementary for their very inspiring 

words.  Congresswomen Nita Lowey made a special appearance for us and she spoke of her 

support for the Veterans and of course furthering Veteran health care.  It was a packed 

house and I want to thank the American Legion for all they do and for the special evening 

which ended with hamburgers and hot dogs and all the fixings.  It really was a packed 

audience and packed crowd and I was amazed at how quickly everybody could adapt to the 

situation.   

The Mount Kisco Historical Society held a special event this past Saturday morning 

which I was able to attend.  Ms. Jini Jones Vail the author and expert on Rochambeau who 

was George Washington’s ideal Lieutenant gave a talk on the relationship between the two 

Generals and how important the 5000 French Troops were in winning the war against the 

British.  If you missed this talk don’t fret because we have recorded the lecture and it will be 

running on both Verizon Channel 40 and Cablevision Channel 20 following the Mount Kisco 

Town Board Meeting.  The number of people that are participating in these programs are 

getting larger and I’m very excited that the Mount Kisco Historical Society is making such a 

major influence on our town. 

Finally, I want to welcome New York Stone and Building Supply who celebrated its 

grand opening last Thursday, May 22nd.  It’s a one stop shopping for outdoor design, grills 

and outdoor kitchens, plus stone, hardware and building materials.  It’s located at 105 Kisco 

Avenue and we wish them well. 

 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. reported that being the Board Representative to the 

Memorial Day Committee and Parade I’d like to just thank our Memorial Day Committee for 

all of the work they did to put together this event.  Regretfully, Mother Nature didn’t 

cooperate, however our American Legion did cooperate and we accommodated a full house.  

Our Mayor spoke along with Congresswomen Nita Lowey.  It was a nice event and we 

adapted well to a bad situation.  But hopefully next year it won’t rain. 

 As far as Building and Grounds goes we awarded a roof repair to Wayne Fazinga 

for our Independent Fire House which had some roof leaks there.  We also awarded the 

Village Hall Roof repairs to Summit Roofing which involved gutter work and snow guards 

and replacement of damaged slates.  Other ongoing projects again are the bridge and other 

smaller projects such as sidewalk repairs.  He asked if residents see a sidewalk that is in ill 

repair, please call either our Highway Department or the Village Manager and notify them so 

that it can it added to the list.  If you let us know we’ll make sure that they get repaired.   
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Mayor Cindrich spoke about the Forced Efficiencies Presentations being presentated 

by the New York Conference of Mayor’s in Troy, New York and Hunting, Town of Long 

Island.  He requested that the Village Manager obtain a copy of the lesson plans on the 

information that’s out. 

I received a nice message from the group called the Lofty Oaks.  The Cassidy Flynn 

Funeral Home has planted a tree in memory of our former Building Inspector, Austin 

Cassidy who passed away about a year ago.  The living tree has been planted in the forest 

in the State of New York.   

I attended the installation dinner of the Mount Kisco Ambulance Corps.  The new 

officers are:  

President: Joel Story 

Vice President: Nancy Lonigro 

Secretary: Caitlin Fitzpatrick 

Treasurer: Sally Pierce 

Captain: Gordon Evans 

1st Lt.: Mark Giofree 

2nd Lt.: Stephen Rivera 

 I also attended the Byram Lake Committee meeting with the Village Manager and 

we talked about the Chazen Proposal and what we are doing to protect the water.  Peter 

Grunthal and the Village Manager gave a good report about cooperation between the Town 

Bedford on how are going to take an initiative design to reduce the amount of pollutants 

(i.e. salt) that infiltrate the lake off of the road.  We are fortunate to have people in the 

community that are concerned and help reduce our overhead by taking an active interest in 

the lake.   

 I attended the Finance Committee meeting to finalize the resolution and everyone 

is extremely cooperative.   We now have what I think is a workable resolution to make the 

Economic Development Committee work.   

 We are conducting interviews for a Manager to replace Mr. Palmer and what we 

are focusing on right now is the Interim position. 

 I attended a ceremony for Village resident Andre Ferrara.  Mr. Ferrara was 

instrumental in getting a couple of our residents inducted into the French Legion of Honor, 

which is the highest award given to a non-resident of France.  Andre was being recognized 

by the United Methodist Church.  They dedicated a walkway to him.  Andre is the Sexton at 

the Church and he is retiring.  Andre is also a community volunteer with our Beautification 

Committee and our Historical Society.   
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 On Thursday night I was at a ceremony with Senator Greg Ball wherein we 

nominated Liz Ann Hunter into the “Women of Distinction” representing the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco from the 40th Senate District.  I want to congratulate her on this nomination.  I 

also want to say thank Senator Ball for the inspiration for recognizing people that have 

served the community and all the communities of his 40th Senate District. 

 We are working on the proposal for the request of police services to help out with 

our budget and also to enhance the Village of Mount Kisco’s Police presence on the street.  

It’s something that we are working on.  I’ve had numerous meetings in the last two weeks.  

I’ll be meeting with the County Executive tomorrow afternoon I think we are close to 

making a presentation to the community.  I’m going to tentatively suggest that that 

presentation take place on June 16th which is a Monday night at our Regular Board Meeting.  

I want the community to completely understand what this Village Board has been working 

on and what I’ve been working on personally.  The draft proposal is not ready to be 

released but what we can do is let the community understand what this request for 

supplemental services is all about and how Policing will be enhanced on tonight’s agenda 

under “New Business” I will in introducing a resolution to help the transition from the Mount 

Kisco Police Department, if in fact it does take place, to help the transition take place 

financially.  There is grant money available and we are progressively applying for this grant, 

unfortunately the window is coming up in two weeks from today.  So I hope that we can 

have everything submitted by the 13th.  We are not going to leave anybody in the dark 

before we enter into this agreement.  It will be presented in an open candid way by 

members of the Westchester County Department of Public Safety and everyone will have a 

full understanding of what it entails.  In my opinion most residents will be pleasantly 

surprised on the savings that may occur, but more importantly on the enhanced police 

services that we would contract for.   

 

6) Old Business:  

A. Economic Development Advisory Council Resolution. 

The following motion was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer. 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco to 

establish a citizens' advisory council on economic development ("Economic 

Development Council"); now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, that a permanent Economic Development Council for the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco is hereby established to consist of at least five (5) 

and no more than seven (7) members, who are residents in the Village/Town of 
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Mount Kisco, to serve for a three-year term and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the initial appointments shall be staggered with one (1) 

one year term, two or three (2 or 3) two-year terms and two or three (2 or 3) 

three-year terms, and be it further  

RESOLVED, that no member shall serve more than two (2) consecutive 

terms unless a period of three (3) years has passed since the member’s last 

membership, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the members of the Economic Development Council shall 

be appointed by the Board of Trustees and that one (1) member shall be 

designated by the Board of Trustees as Chairman, and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees shall appoint a Trustee as liaison to 

the Economic Development Council, and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Economic Development Council shall have the 

following duties;  

1. To advise the Board of Trustees on appropriate policies, strategies, and 

issues related to economic development within the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco; 

2. To advise the Board of Trustees on appropriate activities that promote a 

growing economy and encourage the creation of new jobs and economic 

opportunities within the Village/Town  of Mount Kisco; 

3. To advise the Board of Trustees on appropriate actions to attract and 

enhance private business investments and growth; 

4. To solicit at the Council’s discretion, input from resident and non-resident 

stakeholders as appropriate; and 

5. To undertake such other studies or initiatives as shall be assigned to 

them or as they receive permission from the Board of Trustees to 

perform, encourage, and assure that the economic development 

strategies, policies, and initiatives of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco are 

sound and contribute to a vibrant social and economic community. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 
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Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

B. Appointment to the Board of Assessment Review. 

This item was tabled. 

 

7) New Business:   

A. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the SPCA Agreement. 

The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Village Manager to sign the 2014 SPCA Agreement, all in 

favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

B. Resolution authorizing the Byram Lake Reservoir Water Monitoring Program for 

2014.   

The following resolution was offered by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Griffin, Jr. authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Byram Lake Reservoir Water 

Monitoring Program for 2014 in the amount of $32,850.00. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Abstain 

 

C. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to execute an extension agreement 

with United Water. 

The following resolution was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy 

Mayor Griffin, Jr. authorizing the Village Manager to sign the extension agreement with 

United Water for two years until May 31, 2016, all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 
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Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

D. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to execute a settlement regarding a 

claim concerning 45 Kisco Avenue. 

Village Manager Palmer requested that the Village Board authorize a payment of 

$70,000 as a settlement for full satisfaction of a claim submitted by the attorneys 

representing Samae Realty Corp and Kensico Park Realty, LLC, the prior and current owners 

of the above referenced property.  The settlement represents a refund of $65,168 in excess 

water payments and penalties paid by the owners plus $4,832 in interest.  The owners were 

incorrectly billed for water consumption following the installation of a new water meter in 

2010 where in the meter was incorrectly logged with an additional “fixed 0” on the meter 

change out form thereby increasing their consumption erroneously by 10 times their normal 

consumption. 

The following resolution was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Village Manager to execute a settlement of claim regarding a 

water bill issue in the amount of $70,000 with Samae Realty Corp and Kensico Park Realty, 

all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

E. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the 2014/2015 Fire Protection 

Contract with the Rescue Fire Police for 2014/2015. 

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer authorizing the Village Manager to sign the 2014/2015 Fire Contract Agreement 

with the Rescue Fire Police in the amount of $149,377.56; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 
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Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

F. Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign the hourly retainer agreement 

with Bond, Schoeneck and King for Labor Employment Law Services. 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber authorizing the Village Manager to sign the hourly retainer agreement with 

Bond, Schoeneck and King for an hourly retainer agreement and that the Village Manager 

limit our exposure other than the Village Manager and the Village Attorney contacting the 

Labor Attorneys; all in favor. 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

G. Resolution to undertake the necessary activities for the submittal of an application. 

 At an official Meeting of the Village Board of Trustees of Mount Kisco of Westchester 

County, State of New York, held on June 2, 2014, the following resolution was made by Mayor 

Cindrich and was subsequently seconded by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. 

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees, after due consideration, has determined 

that it is desirable and in the public interest to undertake the necessary activities for the 

submittal of an application under the 2014 Local Government Efficiency Grant Program 

for funding to enter into a contract between the Village of Mount Kisco Police Department and 

the Westchester County Department of Public Safety. To have the WCDPS provide 

supplemental police services to the Village/Town of Mount Kisco. 

WHEREAS THE Board of Trustees, will serve as the Lead Applicant along with the 

Westchester County as co-Applicant for the application titled Mount Kisco/Westchester County 

Police proposal for the provision for the Police service in the Village/Town of Mount Kisco.   

 The intent of the proposed project is to enter into a contract for Police services 

between the Village Police Department and the Westchester County Department of Public 

Safety. Westchester County has completed an analysis of the potential services and 

determined that the proposal of the WCDPS would increase the level of police services to the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco while significantly reducing costs to tax payers – over $2.4 

Million in savings over the contract term.  
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In sum, the Village/Town would realize immediate and significant savings together with the 

following benefits: 

 Meet or exceed the current typical number of police officers on patrol in the Village at 

any given time; 

 Around-the-clock first-line supervision of police officers patrolling the village, which 

current Village police staffing does not always permit; 

 Availability of Detectives on-duty two tours a day, seven days a week; 

 Fully integrated access to the broad range of support services provided by the 

Department of Public Safety;  

 Provision of a full time public Information Officer for police matters;  

 Continuation of the village’s youth officer program; 

 Comprehensive in-service training for police officers assigned to the Village; and 

 Job enrichment opportunities for Village police officers who join the Department of 

Public Safety. 

 The Village of Mount Kisco IS hereby committed to using municipal funds to provide a 

local cash match up to ten percent (10%) of the grant award or a not to exceed total of 

$40,000. 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED: that the Village Board of Trustees authorizes and 

directs the Village Manager to submit an application for financial assistance under the Local 

Government Efficiency Program and is authorized to execute all other documents necessary 

for the implementation of this work, and is also authorized to execute all financial and/or 

administrative processes relating to the grant program. 

 
Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

8) Bills – 

The following motion was offered by Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr. and seconded by 

Trustee Farber to pay the bills as presented to the Board, all in favor. 

Be it Resolved, the Village Treasurer is hereby authorized to release payments to 

vendors. 

General Fund       $117,269.60 

Water Fund            6,615.14 
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   Sewer Fund          35,699.03 

   Library Fund            7,713.54 

   Capital Project Fund         18,257.79 

Trust and Agency Fund         24,940.00 

    TOTAL   $  210,495.10 

 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

9)      Approval of Minutes –  

 The following motion was offered by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer approving the minutes of the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 19, 2014, all in 

favor: 

Motion Adopted 

Mayor Cindrich  Aye 

Deputy Mayor Griffin, Jr.  Aye 

Trustee Farber  Aye 

Trustee Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business – None. 

 

11) Public Comment –  

Mr. Anthony Giardina wanted to make sure that the Village Board remembered that 

the contract with NYCONN will be expiring in three (3) months. He also asked for guidance 

with dealing with stray raccoons on Kiscona Road. 

 

With no other comments at this time the meeting ended at 9:30 pm. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

     James M. Palmer 
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     Village Manager and Clerk 


